Avery Willis Prayer Letter
February 2009


Dear Friends,

I am at a loss for words to tell you all God has done this month.  Be sure to read until the last item on the Answers section.  Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Ask God to bring you into the flow of the move of God in these times.
Avery and Shirley                                                                                                 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR FEBRUARY

1.    Pray for Avery as he speaks at the Village Baptist Church in Bella Vista AR, February 1 for their last day of the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

2. Pray for Avery and the Call2All management team meeting February 2 as we try to keep up with what God is doing.  Pray especially for the planning of the Global Call2All Congress in Hong Kong, May 31-June 6, Four thousand persons will be invited from 239 nations to assemble around tables and strategize how to fulfill the Great Commission.. The Congress will begin with the Global Day of Prayer, May 31, with all nations and two million people involved. Chinese leaders have rented the Asian Expo and a thousand leaders from the mainland are expected to participate.  We will also have two days of training in oral Bible storying.  See www.Call2All.org for more details and an invitation if you want to attend.  Pray that someone or more will give a $12,000 special gift to provide the 4000 participants with the Making Disciples of Oral Learners book and a full set of the 404 audio Bible stories from Following Jesus: Making Disciples of Oral Learners in Mandarin or English. We are still working on the Spanish and Korean book translations. This meeting along with the next three will be at the YWAM base on Kona, Hawaii.  Avery is glad to get away from the ice and no power at home!

3. Pray for Table 71, leaders representing the major missions organizations, as we meet Feb.  4-6 to flesh out what it will take to reach all the unreached peoples of the world by 2020.

4. Pray for the OneStory Advisory Board meeting as we consider how to accelerate the number of OneStory teams to go to Bibleless peoples to translate 25-50 Bible stories, get them recorded, used and distributed.  The Dayton Call2All congress participants last month committed to send 9,050 two person teams for two years.  

4. Pray for the International Orality Network Executive Board in our semiannual meeting February 5-7 (meeting jointly with Table 71 some of that time) as we plan for the time when ION will no longer be needed because the churches and mission organizations worldwide will be using oral strategies to communicate the Gospel, make disciples and start churches for those who can’t, don’t or won’t read.  Pray for the right persons to be appointed as the planning team to develop a three-year strategic plan to involve more international involvement and leadership.

5. Pray for us to make the right decision about a new operations director for ION.  We have had several interested in this ministry position and we all need to know God’s will. Pray also that this person will be able to raise his own personal support since all of us are volunteers in ION.

6. Pray that God will supply the basic budget of ION.  He has already provided $175,000 of the $252.100 budget even during these difficult economic times. 

7. Pray for Avery as he talks on a conference call Feb. 17 with a group of pastors in North Carolina about Moving Disciple-making Into the Home and Workplace.
8. Rejoice with Avery on his birthday, Feb. 21.  This is the first time he has been home on his birthday in years.  God has blessed him with strength and health and opportunities to serve.  He will pass the age of Abraham’s starting on his journey to the Promised Land.  The gift Avery wants is that all unreached people groups will be engaged during his lifetime.

8. Pray for Avery and Shirley as they go to Egypt, Feb. 22-March 1, to speak to a group of mission-hearted Egyptians in their annual intercessory prayer conference. This group has sent representatives to most of the countries in the Middle East and some have been martyred but the group is still enthusiastic about cooperating with God to reach their Moslem friends, families and the unreached.

PRAYER ANSWERS FOR JANUARY

1. REQUEST: Pray for Stephanie Brown, our granddaughter, who is writing with Avery the parable book on eagles with the proposed title, Why me? Why now?  A Parable of Growing Through Transitions and Trials. Pray that NavPress will publish it as a companion to the Learning to Soar book.
ANSWER: The proposal and the sample chapters are almost ready to send to the publisher.  Pray also for an animated video of the eagle’s story to be made for use in small groups, churches and businesses.

2. REQUEST: Pray for a new operations director for the International Orality Network to work with Avery on the day-by-day operations.  
ANSWER: We have had three inquiries about the position.  Pray for all of us as we discuss whom the Lord wants in that role.
3.  REQUEST: Pray for Avery who speaks at the Lakeside Baptist Church in Rogers Arkansas on January 11 for a special missions emphasis.
ANSWER: God met us and worked in peoples’ hearts.
4. REQUEST: Pray for Avery and other leaders who speak at the Call2All North American Congress in Dayton, Ohio January 18-23.  Pray that the participants will commit to help finish the Great Commission.                                                                                   ANSWER: Time and space don’t allow me to tell you all the things God did!  I don’t remember deeper commitments as people gave their all to Christ.  Their faith commitments in prayer, evangelism, engaging the unreached, oral Bible teams, and Church Planting Movements to be fulfilled by 2020 were so great that we are checking them out before announcing them!  $390,000 was given for scholarships to send delegates from all the nations of the world to the Hong Kong Global Congress May 31-June 6, 2009. See www.call2all.org. Read Mark Anderson’s article, “A Move of God in 2009?”  Just shout “Glory! Glory! Glory!” with us.
5. REQUEST: Pray for Avery who speaks to the Youth With A Mission base in Tyler, Texas, January 25.
ANSWER: What a special time as the 350 students responded to his telling the story of Matt. 16.  Many expressed interest in going on OneStory teams to translate stories for unreached people groups that don’t have a Bible.
6.  REQUEST: Pray for the OneStory Leadership Meeting in Tyler, Texas, January 26.
ANSWER: We continue to grapple with comprehending and coordinating all that God is doing through OneStory and two similar efforts, Storying Training for Trainers and StoryRunners, all of whom are seeing great response to getting the Bible to unreached, unengaged people groups. 
7. REQUEST: Pray for the Partners in Finishing the Task force of missions leaders and donors in Atlanta, Georgia, January 27-28 who will work on a strategy to help fund the advance to complete the Great Commission.
ANSWER: This second meeting of the group resulted in five task forces including the Strategy Task Force. Pray for the Strategy Task Force that will be meeting soon to come up with a plan to raise and use billions of dollars to finish the Great Commission and a plan to communicate the vision to the people who will give to it.  The task force includes Paul Eshleman, director of the Jesus Film for 25 years, Paul Sabre, COO of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, Morgan Jackson of Faith Comes By Hearing and Avery.
8. REQUEST: Pray for Samuel Chiang and Bramuel Muysa who will lead the ION Orality Workshop for evangelists and church planters in Nairobi, Kenya January 26-30 as a follow up to the Call2All Congress last October.                                                ANSWER: God blessed beyond expectations.  Samuel reports that, “God met us through the Good Samaritan story, and there were confessions about tribal prejudices, church and denominational disagreements, disliking of Somalis, and pastors treating congregational people as 'pockets'; a special session of prayer took place and the participants stood and prayed for each confession, and also for the government, the food crisis (its a national emergency), families, communities, etc.”  Twenty-nine expressed interest in OneStory projects into the unreached.  They asked for workshops in Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and another one in Kenya. The Anglican denomination and the Deliverance church with 30,000 members are asking for training in storying.  Pray for Bramuel who is leading another workshop Feb. 2-6.
9.  REQUEST: In other prayer letters we have asked for prayers for the translation of Lead Like Jesus Study Guide that Avery wrote with Ken Blanchard et.al. in Arabic and Indonesian.                                                                                                              ANSWER: The Arabic version has just been released by the Baptist Press in Lebanon.  Pray for its distribution and use. The Indonesian version has been translated and is being checked before it is printed in time for Avery to lead a Lead Like Jesus seminar in Indonesia in May.  
10. REQUEST: This request came in too late for the last prayer letter.  The Southside Baptist Church in Huntsville AL that Avery’s father started in 1950 asked Avery to come lead them in a time of confession and repentance on Jan. 31 before their new pastor started his ministry with them Feb. 1.                                                             ANSWER: Avery led them in a solemn assembly Saturday from 9:00 AM until 12:30 PM and God met us in a marvelous way.  Members streamed to the microphones to lead the church in prayers of confession and repentance for all the wrong things that have happened during the church’s history.  Each time we thought it might be coming to a close three of four more would come and pour out their hearts.  Spontaneous deep confession of unforgiveness, bitterness, divisiveness, anger, pride, selfishness, apathy, fear of man, sexual improprieties, deceptiveness, disobedience, withdrawal from the Body, and lack of witness through life and tongue was supported by the Body, That was followed by another hour of confessing personal sins.  These persons were supported by other members spontaneously coming to the microphone and surrounding those who prayed. Then they renewed their Covenant with God as Josiah led Israel to do. We don’t remember ever seeing such deep conviction and forgiveness for corporate sin in a local church.  My prayer is that all churches will return to God and that he will send revival to His people across America. It is not too late yet but a time is coming when God will say about America as He did for others, “Enough is enough.’ and at that time He says even the prayers of Noah, Daniel and Job will not save the people. (Ezekiel 14:13-14) “O, Lord send revival before it is too late!”                                                                                                                                                                                       

Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His story,

Avery and Shirley Willis
Home Phone: 1 479 876 1447
Business Phone: 1 479 366 1692
Website: www.averywillis.org
Email: avery@averywillis.org or stacy@averywillis.org
