Avery Willis Prayer Letter
July 2009


Dear Avery,

Thank you for your special prayers for our ministry in June.  You can see the marvelous things that God did in the Answers section of this prayer letter.
With this issue we am introducing DNA21 and challenging you to begin a disciple-making revolution in your sphere of influence using the DNA of the 1st Century in the 21st Century.  You can see six short video clips at http://vimeo.com/5394824.  View them in this order:
   1.  DNA21: Invitation to DNA21
   2.  DNA21 Problem/Need: Part 2
   3.  DNA21 Solution: Part 3
   4.  DNA21 Example: Part 4 (Correction: I said that the Real Life
       Ministry home groups grew by 60 while they storied through the 
       Bible. The number of groups grew by 60% in the year.)
   5.  DNA21 ACTION: Part 5
   6.  DNA21 Revolution Groups: Part 6
Join us in the DNA21 Disciple-Making revolution through prayer and making disciples in your sphere of influence!
God bless you.
Avery and Shirley                                                                        
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR JULY
"May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us;
 establish the work of our hands for us." Psalm 90:17
1. Pray for Avery who is focusing on continuing the writing of Truth That Sticks this month.  Mark Snowden, co-author, has done a lot of research, interviews and writing.  Pray also for a representative group from International Orality Network that we invited to evaluate the book and give input via the Internet.

2. Pray for the MasterLife Reunion at Ridgecrest, July 15, during Disciple-Making Week.  Ridgecrest, NC. See the short video above for an outline of what he will present. Watch two short videos of Avery and Claude King inviting you to come on Facebook, by clicking HERE.

3. Pray for the South Pacific Call2All, July 22-25, in Kona, Hawaii.

4. Pray for the Orality Workshop led by Avery and Samuel Chiang, July 27-31 at the YWAM base in Kona. If you want to attend then you can register for the workshop at the University of the Nations website.

5. Pray for a meeting with our new team of associates as we strategize how to respond to the tsunami of requests related to orality and discipling like Jesus did. July 26-31. Kona, Hawaii.

6. Pray that your church will study Learning To Soar: How To Grow in Transitions and Trials (Released Sept.4) this fall and help members learn the answer to the questions of people whose "nests are being stirred" during these critical days. The small group guide also introduces them to discipleship and Bible storying.

7. Pray for Kent Willis, our grandson (who graduated from Union University in May) and leaves July 22 for Israel to study for three years on his MD at the Ben Gurion International Medical School, a part of Columbia University.  It is the premier university for international medicine. Wade and Suzanne Willis are his parents.

8. Pray for Matt, our first grandson and his wife, Allison, and their two children who are moving to South Asia this month.  Jenna was born May 28 and is our first great granddaughter. We will see her for the first time on July 4 weekend since we have been out of the country most of the time. 

9. Pray for someone who will help develop a logo for DNA21.


PRAYER ANSWERS FOR JUNE
"If you believe, you will receive whatever 
you ask for in prayer." Matthew 21:22


1.    REQUEST: Pray for God to lead the right persons to join in the leadership of ION across the world.  We are in conversation with several who need your prayers for guidance and support. 
ANSWER:  EXTRA, EXTRA READ ALL ABOUT IT.  We have asked you to pray for the Lord to send workers to help us in the harvest.  He has sent several in direct answer to your prayers. We are so excited about this answer that we are going to put it first. Here is a quick update of people whom God has moved to serve with us as they prayed for the requests in the prayer letter. One person expressed the desire of all of them, "I want my life to count." We want you to know them and to pray for them.
1. Rick Brekelbaum, former Exxon Executive, felt called to become Avery's Executive Associate and his wife, Jayne, will assist him.  They lived overseas 17 years and for the past several years worked as volunteers with Campus Crusade. They will facilitate ION advance among churches, denominations and mission organizations and do some of the duties formerly assigned to the operations director. Please pray for Rick as he has chosen to serve and will need to raise personal support, since he is giving up needed income from consulting and contract work.  They live in Rogers, AR.
2. God impressed Karen McGuire, Vice President of Discipleship for Lead Like Jesus, to volunteer to help Avery as his administrative assistant during her free time each week.  We have known her since she came to the first MasterLife workshop in 1980 and she led many MasterLife groups over the years. She is exceptionally qualified, as she has served in this role for the Secretary of Energy and Secretary of Defense of the USA, as well as many leadership roles in Christian organizations since then. She lives in Augusta, GA.
3. Thom McGuire, Karen's son, has agreed to develop the Learning to Soar website for the new book coming out in September.  It will include training in how to do Bible Storying for Learning to Soar: How to Grow through Transitions and Trials small groups.
4. Mark Snowden felt called to co-author the book Avery is writing-Truth That Sticks: Velcro Truth in a Teflon World - to introduce orality in the United States.
5. Valerie Gresham, former IMB missionary, felt called to edit the above book and blend the writing styles of Mark and Avery.
6. Lisa Sells, wife of Ben Sells, former director of the IMB's International Centre of Excellence in Leadership, felt called to edit the two books we are writing on how to make disciples using Bible Storying.  She will edit Jim Putman's book for pastors about how a church focuses on making disciples. Jim is pastor of Real Life Ministries that has grown from two couples ten years ago to over 8,000 in attendance and 7,000 being discipled in small groups.  She will also edit a book that Jim, Avery and Bill Krause, executive pastor, are writing on how to train small group leaders to make disciples using Bible stories.
7. Peter Roberts, renowned photographer, is making a special version of his Eagles video showing the four stages of development documented in Learning to Soar.
8. Three new persons have agreed to lead International Orality Network Task Forces and are bringing fresh life to their areas of focus:
a. Mark Overstreet, Vice President of Criswell College, is leading the Theological Education Task Force.
b. Jan Piersall, with Global Recordings, is leading the Women's Task force.
c. Jim Rosene, President of Kids Around the World, is leading the Children's Task force.
9. I can't praise the Lord enough for Samuel Chiang, ION Global Coordinator, for all the things he is accomplishing in that role including his new project of leading in the development of a follow-up "how-to" book to the one we did for Lausanne, Making Disciples of Oral Learners.
10. Veronica Martin and her family volunteered to send the snail mail prayer letters at her own expense.
11. We are talking with several other people about joining the team in order to service the accelerating growth of ION and the impending DNA21 movement.
Praise God with us for all these answers to prayer.

2.    REQUEST: Pray for the Global Day of Prayer, May 31, that originates in Hong Kong and will be observed in all 214 nations of the world by an anticipated 200 million people on Pentecost Sunday.  GDOP also kicks off the Call2All Congress in Hong Kong.
ANSWER: Make that 220 nations who all conducted prayer meetings exceeding 200,000,000 persons of the Global Day of Prayer (final count not in yet.) Approximately 20,000 people prayed in the stadium in Hong Kong that served as the base for 2009. What a blessed event as we saw the fervent crowd of believers praying in China. The Chinese church honored nine generations of the Hudson Taylor family for their service in China.

3.    REQUEST: Pray for 2,000 plus representatives from 100 nations participating in the first global Call2All Congress in Hong Kong, June 1-4.  Pray for participants' travel, customs, visas and expenses. Pray for us as Congress leaders from many nations to inform, inspire and equip them to go home and issue a Call2All to their own people to finish the Great Commission.  All seven congress themes will present breakthrough strategies and the participants will spend a majority of the time strategizing how they can personally implement them in their countries and local situations.  See www.call2all.org and www.call2allmedia.org for information and videos of Call2All.
ANSWER: We experienced joy unspeakable and full of glory as more than 3,000 delegates from 101 countries participated in Call2All--approximately half of them Chinese.  We don't believe China has ever seen such a gathering of Christian leaders free to worship and strategize how to make Jesus known. The Chinese church has been preparing to send 100,000 missionaries along the Silk Road back to Jerusalem for years and this meeting gave them new motivation and tools to bring it to pass.  The Chinese inundated us to purchase (at 90% off) the 404 audio stories of the Bible that we had recorded specifically for Mandarin speakers--Following Jesus: Making Disciples of Oral Learners. These DVDs span stories for people who have never heard of Jesus to making disciples and equipping leaders and missionaries.  The last module, On Mission with God, contains 88 Bible Stories on becoming a missionary that we recorded at the Back To Jerusalem committee's request.  The English version is available at www.imb.org (Do a search for Orality).  See videos on www.call2allmedia.org. The commitments they made were astronomical. We also trained participants in two orality seminars in Chinese and English.

4.    REQUEST: Pray for the globalization and expansion of the International Orality Network as representatives from around the world meet, June 5, in Hong Kong to strategize how to spread the word and share expertise about oral strategies.  We will consider establishing ION chapters in a number of new countries.
ANSWER: God made it possible for representatives from several countries including China, Taiwan, Singapore, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, West Africa and East Africa to strategize how to deal with the overwhelming number of requests for the International Orality Network to train them and help them develop orality organizations in their own countries. 


5.    REQUEST: Pray for Avery who returns from Hong Kong to Indonesia, June 6, for the Trans World Radio Board meeting in Indonesia and then flies all night, June 8, to get to the Lausanne Committee on World Evangelization planning meeting in Seoul, Korea.  Pray for Shirley's travels as she boards a different airline in Jakarta to go home on the same day.
ANSWER: God made it possible for Avery to make it to the beginning of the TWR meeting and to get to Seoul on schedule.  God is doing so much through TWR in Indonesia.  Representatives of 3,000 listening groups comprising approximately 30,000 listeners shared their testimonies with the Board. 
On a stop over in Jakarta, Indonesia a contingent of church members from the first church we started in Bogor, Indonesia forty-three years ago, met us at the airport. Avery baptized a couple of them in the first baptism in the city swimming pool. It was wonderful to hear of their experiences and outreach after we left Bogor to move to East Java.  Heaven is going to be marvelous when we see all those we have influenced for Christ!
Shirley had a smooth trip home and arrived without incident.

6.    REQUEST: Pray for the Lausanne leaders meeting, June 8-12, in Seoul Korea to make plans for Lausanne III in 2010 in Cape Town, South Africa. This is the third official meeting of evangelicals since Billy Graham launched it in 1974. Orality will be given a special spotlight.
ANSWER: The excellent meeting verified that orality will be a strategic priority focus in 2010.  In addition we will engage in global conversations over Internet centers at key universities around the world about orality and other key subjects for the year leading up to the conference and during the actual meeting.

7.    REQUEST: Pray for the ION Three-Year Strategy Committee and a majority of the ION Executive Committee as we meet June 8 and 10 in Seoul, Korea at the Lausanne meeting to map out our strategy for the next three years.  Pray for Samuel Chiang, Global Coordinator, who heads the seven-person committee.
ANSWER: A majority of our Task Force Directors was present to discuss how to cope with all the exciting possibilities facing us.  We were the only Issues group to have 15 representatives at the Lausanne planning meeting so we got to talk to most of the 200 planners about what God is doing through oral strategies. Continue to pray for the Three-Year Strategy Committee that will make recommendations to the ION Board in September.

8.    REQUEST: Pray for the OneStory Advisory Board and Table 71 as we meet June 18-19 in Orlando FL.
ANSWER: The OneStory Advisory Board and Leadership team saw breakthroughs in cooperation and advance.  Nineteen projects have been completed, 106 are in progress and additional spin-offs of OneStory are translating other languages to bring the total to 312 in the last five years. We heard thrilling testimonies of nationals who were telling the Bible stories they had learned to distant enemy tribes and seeing people come to Christ.

9.    REQUEST: Pray for the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Louisville, KY June 21-24 and decisions related to the proposal for a Great Commission Resurgence.
ANSWER: The Convention meeting was like a missions conference as speaker after speaker spoke on the Great Commission. Messengers voted to establish a Great Commission Task Force to reevaluate the Southern Baptist Convention's efforts and focus us on the lost of the world. President Johnny Hunt appointed a blue-ribbon group to make the study and report back next year. Another recurring theme was the decline in SBC membership and baptisms and call for repentance and revival in the churches.

10.    REQUEST: Pray for the International Mission Board that has had to suspend the appointment of all two-year missionaries and curtail career appointments for the rest of 2009 because of the decline in giving during these difficult economic times.  Pray for the implementation of sweeping strategic changes.
ANSWER: The SBC Pastors' Conference gave a special offering of $43,000 and the Southern Baptists of Texas Convention presented an additional $100,000.  The shortfall in the Lottie Moon Christmas Missions offering is $18,000,000 so churches need to make up the difference so that waiting missionary candidates can go to go with IMB to the mission fields.

11.    REQUEST: Pray for a meeting Avery has with Mark Snowden on June 29 in Atlanta about the Truth That Sticks book they are co-authoring.  We are making good progress.
ANSWER: We had a very productive meeting that will facilitate Avery's writing this month.

12.    REQUEST: Pray for a meeting of the Great Commission Partners made up of donors and key ministry leaders in Atlanta, June 30, as we strategize how to fund the acceleration of the Great Commission.
ANSWER: We presented the strategic plan that the the sub-committee and Table 71 developed.  David Wills, President of the National Christian Foundation, will convene a task force of donors they are calling "Table 72" to see how to enlist people to give the critical elements involved in the fulfillment of of the Great Commission.


Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His story,

Avery and Shirley Willis
