Avery Willis Prayer Letter
May 2009

Dear

God has poured out his blessings and answered so many of your prayers (see Prayer Answers below).  We see God moving all around us and involving us in His Grand Plan.  Praise the Lord with us and pray with us that we will know and do His will in these critical days.

Avery and Shirley                                                

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR MAY

 “I Cry Out To God Most High, To God 

Who Fulfills His Purpose For Me. Psa. 57:2

1. Pray for Avery, May 6, as he speaks to Women on Mission at the Bella Vista Baptist Church on the condition of Christianity in the US and the World.

2. Pray for a meeting with Tom Tatlow and Bruce Cushing who are coming to our home May 6 from Trans World Radio to consult with Avery about TWR’s future strategy for orality.

3. Pray for Shirley and Avery’s trip to Indonesia, May 8.  Pray that Shirley will get a good plane seat so she can guard her shoulder that is still immobilized from rotator cuff surgery.  Pray for traveling mercies for this five-week trip. During this three-month period Avery has been home three weeks.  Fortunately Shirley was able to go with him a lot.

4. Pray for Avery has he leads a Lead Like Jesus seminar, May 11-13, at the Indonesian Baptist Seminary where he was president.  Pray for his Indonesian language to be clear and easy to understand since we left Indonesia thirty-one years ago. Lead Like Jesus Study Guide that was co-authored by Ken Blanchard, Avery, et.al. is being translated and published in Indonesian and they are expecting 400 alumni and pastors at the seminar. They have asked prayer for their raising the funds to make it free for pastors.

5. Pray for Avery as he leads the orality workshop at the Indonesian Baptist Seminary, May 14-16.

6. Pray for us as we visit and assist our children in Malang, Indonesia, May 17-27.

7. Pray for our Call2All Management Team meeting in Hong Kong May 29-30 to prepare for the Global Call2All the next week.

8. Pray for the ION task forces as they diligently work on aspects of orality in communication, training, theological education, women, children, music and the arts, secondary orality, funding, consultations, global coordination.  If you would like to receive the ION e-letter tell Stacy Ash at stacy@averywillis.org.

9. Pray for several people with whom we are talking about taking full time roles with ION.  Pray that they can raise their support. 
PRAYER ANSWERS FOR APRIL
“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great

and unsearchable things you do not know.' (Jer. 33:3)
1. Praise the Lord that Paul Eshleman whom we work with in Finishing the Task and Call2All has recovered from a TIA episode this month and is back at work.
2. REQUEST: From time to time we have requested support of the International Orality Network to meet our budget.

ANSWER: ION received $10,000 from one organization and $1,200 from another for the ION budget. Praise the Lord with us and continue to pray the budget will be subscribed.
3. REQUEST: Pray for Avery as he speaks for Sunday School and worship service at the Flores Baptist Church in Buenos Aires, Argentina, March 29 and their two week cruise around the end of South America.

ANSWER: God blessed the services and we really connected with the people experienced God’s presence in a extraordinary way.  Stanley Clark, the first person to translate MasterLife into another language (after Avery translated it into English from Indonesian in 1980) asked Avery to speak and he and his son, Stan Clark translated like natives. We also had a wonderful relaxing cruise amid spectacular snow-capped mountains in the fiords of Chile.

4. REQUEST: Pray for Avery in April as he begins work on writing three books, prepares to record 52 stories of a panorama of the Bible from Creation to Christ and make a DVD to train people how to make disciples using Bible stories. The deadline for these projects is six months in addition to all the other things he is involved in.  Pray for NavPress as they set the timelines for this whole enterprise of resources.

a. Pray for Bill Krause and Jim Putman and Avery as they write two books on how a church becomes a disciple making church.  Jim is writing the book for pastors and all three are writing an interactive book to train small group leaders how to make disciples in small groups using Bible stories. 

b. Pray for a co-author to write the book Truth That Sticks with Avery that introduces oral methods of communications to the US.  He needs a co-author to meet the deadlines.
ANSWER: As a direct result of these prayer requests three people volunteered to help.  Mark Snowden will co-author Truth That Sticks and Valerie Gresham will polish and edit it for us.  Lisa Sells will do the same for the book Avery is writing with Jim Putman and Bill Kause!  Praise the Lord.  Avery has worked with all three volunteers in various capacities at the IMB. We still need your prayers for us to finish these three books in five months along with everything else we are doing. Pray for Mark, Lisa, and Rick Breckelbaum as they go to the training at Real Life Ministries so they can help us more in these projects.  Pray for Rick and Jayne who are leading a Learning to Soar pilot project group in Springdale. NavPress will set the timetables in the next week.

Praise the Lord that the Learning to Soar Forward by Rick Warren, the Preface by Henry Blackaby and twenty-seven endorsements by key leaders are in and it ready to go to the printer.
5. REQUEST: Pray for many partnerships with other organizations related to this enterprise so that we can reach and teach the widest audiences in the US and around the world.  This takes a lot of time and unity. We’ll give more details as they develop.
ANSWER: God continues to bring people into our lives that have a desire to work together to fulfill the vision God has given us.  It is amazing to us and shows us that God is up to something a lot bigger than us.  
6. REQUEST: Pray for the Great Commission Partners who are working on a plan to accelerate the funding of the Great Commission.
ANSWER: We now have the “white paper” finished and will be meeting June 30 with donors to take the next step.
7. REQUEST: Pray for representatives from every nation as they make plans to attend Call2All, Hong Kong, June 1-4.  So far about 120 nations are planning to send representatives.
ANSWER: The registrations are flooding in and it looks like we could have 2,000-3,000 in attendance and good representation from around the world.
8. REQUEST: Pray for our grandchildren who are making decisions and doing things that could affect their lives and thousands of others.

a. REQUEST: Pray for Kent Willis (Wade and Suzanne’s son) to make the right decision between two medical schools of his choice that have accepted his application.  
b. REQUEST: Pray for Kara Willis (Randy and Denyce’s daughter) who is considering becoming a “Hands On” semester missionary in Africa for a semester.
c. REQUEST: Pray for (Randy and Denyce’s son) and Allison who are expecting their second child before going overseas.
d. REQUEST: Pray for Stephanie Brown (Sherrie and Steve’s daughter) as she completes her writing of the eagle parable book, Why Me? Why Now? Growing Through Transitions and Trials with Avery this month.  Pray also for the right illustrator for this eagle parable version of the eagle’s story of Duet. 32:11-12 for adults (that will also be enjoyed by children)

ANSWER: Kent was accepted by Colombia University medical school and will study in the Ben Gurion medical School in Israel for three years. Kara was not able to go to Africa because all requests were already filled so she is going to work as a counselor in a youth camp in Tyler, TX.    and Allison are doing well and the baby, Jenna, is to be born in May.  Stephanie plans to finish the book before she goes with her family to Indonesia in June.
9. REQUEST: Pray for Shirley’s shoulder surgery, April 20.  They won’t know if it is a rotator cuff or bone spurs problem until the surgery.
ANSWER: Shirley is recovering well this first ten days from rotator cuff surgery.  The arm is to be immobilized six weeks and rehabilitated for twelve weeks. Fortunately, Cliff, our son-in-law, in Indonesia is a physical therapist so she will have excellent care there for a month!
10. REQUEST: Pray for the globalization and expansion of the International Orality Network.  Pray for representatives from around the world who will meet at Call2All, June 5, in Hong Kong and at Lausanne, June 9-11 in Seoul Korea to make plans.
ANSWER: We have a majority of the ION Executive Committee plus other key persons who will meet with representatives from around the world.
11. REQUEST: Pray for a US Director of the International Orality Network. ION is growing so fast that we need someone to lead the US in the development of oral-visual communication.
ANSWER: We are in conversations with an excellent candidate for this role.  Pray for his decision and the ability to raise his support.
12. REQUEST: Pray for the final edits and printing of Lead Like Jesus in Indonesia in time for Avery to teach it to 400 students and alumni of the Indonesian Baptist Seminary in May.
ANSWER: A former missionary editor from Indonesia finished checking the translation and it is going to the printer as you receive this prayer letter.

13. REQUEST: Pray for revival among the churches and spiritual awakening in our nation as we experience financial hardships in the months to come.
ANSWER: You answer this one. Join us in the National Day of Prayer, May 7.
Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His story,

Avery and Shirley Willis
Home Phone: 1 479 876 1447
Business Phone: 1 479 366 1692
Website: www.averywillis.org
Email: avery@averywillis.org or stacy@averywillis.org
