Avery Willis Prayer Letter 

September, 2009
Dear


Thank you so much for praying for Matt and Avery over the last three years of writing Learning To Soar: How to Grow Through Transitions and Trials.  It is to be released Sept. 4 and has already sold out of the first two printings and is going into its third printing.  

As a Thank You we want to give our prayer partners a 20% discount when you purchase the book using the code, “iPray”, during the month of September.  Go to www.learningtosoar.org or write us at the address at the end of this prayer letter.
  We have advance copies for you still in stock.
Avery and Shirley                                          

      
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR SEPTEMBER

“Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give 

you the desires of your heart.” Psalm 37:4
1. Pray for Avery, Mark Snowden, and Valerie Gresham as they write, revise and edit Truth That Sticks: Velcro Truth in a Teflon World for oral preference learners in the US by Sept. 30.

2. Pray for God to use Learning To Soar to impact individuals, churches and our nation by learning to live the ways of God.

a. Pray for churches to study the book in small groups while the pastors preach four to eight weeks on the ways of God shown in Israel’s journey from Egypt to the Promised Land.
b. Pray that the book will jump start many on the road to growing discipleship and learning to tell Bible stories in the small groups.
c. Pray for our nation to recognize that God is stirring our nests to get us to our attentions so we will repent, return and follow Him.  
d. Pray for Thom McGuire, the Learning To Soar Webmaster, as he adds new interactive features to the website. Check it out now and watch it grow.

e. Pray for Peter Roberts, famous videographer, to complete the Learning to Soar video showing the four stages of the growth of eagles, and for Dale Stevenson as he edits the U-tube videos of Matt and Avery telling the eagle story.  Watch on the website.
f. Pray for new prayer partners to sign up from the website.
g. Pray for Avery and Rick Brekelbaum, ION Executive Associate, as they talk to leaders in Northwest Arkansas about using the book in their churches and organizations.
3. Pray for the International Orality Network Conference Sept. 8-12 in Minneapolis, MN.

a. Pray for the ION Executive Board as we discuss the strategy committee’s recommendations for the coming three years and beyond. Tuesday and Wednesday, Sept. 8-9.

b. Pray for Avery and team as they present orality to the pastors and executives in Minneapolis at a luncheon on Sept. 8 at the Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis.

c. Pray for the ION Task Forces as they meet Sept. 9-10.

d. Pray for the ION Conference Sept. 10-12.

i. Pray for Avery as he gives the plenary message Thursday night and the other plenary sessions.

ii. Pray for 42 seminars including Avery and Rick Brekelbaum’s leading seminars on How to Ease into Orality using Learning to Soar, Developing a Strategy for DNA21, and Mission and Organizational Executives.

4. Pray for Samuel Chiang, ION Global Consultant, and the Call to All Congress in Kiev, Urkaine, Sept. 15-18.  Avery has cancelled his participation in order to finish writing Truth That Sticks.
5. Pray for Shirley’s trial where she is being sued for an automobile accident five years ago.  Sept. 22-25 in Cherokee NC.
6. Pray for the presentation of the Innovations in Missions award that is being presented to ION by the Mission Exchange and for its impact on leaders of evangelical Mission Agencies Sept. 22 in St. Louis MO.  See and download their magazine featuring orality on the cover at: http://themissionexchange.org/downloads/tmeMag2008.pdf Also, pray for radio interviews etc at that time to be used to inform people.
7. Pray for the Learning to Soar webinar that Avery is leading for North Carolina leaders Sept. 23 at 9:00 AM EST.  You can join us free and see the PowerPoint on your computer by contacting: Sheryl Shankles, (919) 467-5100 ext. 5651 or (800) 395-5102 ext. 5651 or by writing sshankles@ncbaptist.org. 
PRAYER ANSWERS FOR AUGUST

“But I will pray to you, O Lord, 

in the time of your favor.” Psa. 69:13
1. ANSWER: You have prayed for our daughter and her husband on th mission field.  After a year of storying the Bible without much fruit thirty people have become believers and nine were baptized recently.
2. REQUEST: Pray for Avery and Mark Snowden to be able to finish the writing of the book, Truth That Sticks, by the end of August.  Eight chapters to go!
ANSWER: The quality of writing has gone well but the quantity is short with four more chapters to finish. Avery’s heavy load with ION and his not feeling well has slowed him down. We need to finish the other four chapters soon in order to get it edited and revised before the deadline October 1.  Thanks for your prayers for our writing and for this book to help make Bible Storytelling the norm in the United States.

3. REQUEST: Pray for Avery, Jim Putman, Bill Krause and Lisa Sells, August 3-6, as they work on two disciple-making books based on experiences with Real Life Ministries. The hardback book is for pastors and the interactive workbook is for training small group leaders how to make disciples using Bible stories. Pray that as we meet with the NavPress staff part of each day that we will all be able to discern the Lord’s strategy to get churches and disciples back to making disciples as their first priority.  NavPress is giving top priority to this enterprise. Colorado Springs, CO

ANSWER: We had a very productive time together and with the NavPress staff.  Jim Putman’s book for pastors and leaders, The Uncommon Church: Reclaiming Discipleship in the Twenty-first Century is on schedule to be finished by October 1. The Real Life Ministries team added Brandon Guindon as an author for the interactive training workbook for small group leaders, The DNA of Discipleship: Making Disciples in Real Life in order to meet the deadline of Nov. 1.  Fortunately this gives Avery time to finish Truth That Sticks but we will be going down to the wire to finish this workbook by the deadline.

4. REQUEST: Pray for Avery as he meets with a Trust representative on August 7 about opportunities ION faces that need funding. Kansas City, KS

ANSWER: It was a good meeting and could result in some projects being funded, but they do not fund budgets, salaries or events.  We need a lot of people to step up to the plate and give by the end of the year.

5. REQUEST: Pray for our granddaughter, Kristine Brown, and her husband to be, Paul Hamilton, as they marry in Kansas City August 8.  Both are active in Engineers Without Borders and have been on numerous mission trips.  Pray God will lead them as they follow His will for their lives. Sherrie and Steve Brown are the parents.

ANSWER: We praise God for a beautiful wedding and their commitment to serve God in whatever they do.  They will be graduated from Missouri University of Science and Technology in Rolla, MO in December.
6. REQUEST: Pray for Avery as he undergoes tests on August 11.  He has had double vision since returning from Asia.  The hospital did an MRI on his brain and the nurse reported, “We found nothing!”  His double vision is improving. He will also have an oncology exam that day.  

ANSWER: The double vision is probably caused by a change in the tear ducts. With a “lube job” every night and eye drops through out the day things are coming into focus. Praise the Lord the bone marrow biopsy came back negative for cancer.  There has been some improvement in the white blood count that they think has been caused by an antibiotic.  Please continue to pray it will improve more before his blood is checked again Sept. 15.
7. REQUEST: for Avery and Rick Brekellbaum August 19 as they meet with Ronnie Floyd, pastor of First Baptist Church, Springdale and The Church at Pinnacle Hills and chairman of the Great Commission Resurgence Task Force, and Kathy Ferguson a member of the task force about the disciple-making revolution.

ANSWER: God blessed our time with Ronnie Floyd and Kathy Ferguson and the meeting of the Great Commission Resurgence Task Force meeting in Northwest Arkansas the following week. We connected with a lot of friends at their luncheon. Pray for them as they seek to lead Southern Baptists to prioritize fulfilling the Great Commission.
8. REQUEST: Pray for Paul and Perri Krueger with the Navigators as they visit us in our home August 21-23 to talk about opportunities of service in International Orality Network. Bella Vista, AR

ANSWER: We had a special visit exploring how they can serve with ION after they have raised their personal financial support.
9. REQUEST: Pray for the International Orality Network Three-Year Strategy Committee and Samuel Chiang, Global Coordinator, who heads the seven-person committee, as they complete their work prior to the ION meeting in September.
ANSWER: The report of the strategy committee is comprehensive and challenging.  Pray for the Executive Board Sept. 8-9 as they consider its recommendations. 
10. REQUEST: Pray for Shirley who is being sued for an automobile accident she was involved in over five years ago.  The trial will be in North Carolina in September.  Pray they will settle out of court with the insurance company. 
ANSWER: The trial is still scheduled for Sept. 22-25 but the insurance company is reassuring us about our liability.
11. REQUEST: Pray for those who should attend the International Orality Conference in Minneapolis, Sept. 9-11. 

CLICK or paste link for invitation and a recording of Avery talking about Truth That Sticks at last year’s conference. http://www.intre.org/customs/site59/documents/emailInvite.html
ANSWER: The attendance looks like it will be around 200 as usual.  There is still time to register if you want to come.  See the schedule at http://www.intre.org/info.php?s=59 
Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His Story,
Avery and Shirley Willis

International Orality Network

1-479-876-1447 or 1-479-659-4138

Website: www.averywillis.org, Email: avery@averywillis.org
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CLICK OR PASTE LINK FOR INVITATION http://www.intre.org/customs/site59/documents/emailInvite.html
� Order the book from Learning To Soar, 31 Ravenshoe Road, Rogers, AR 72756 and include $3.50 for handling and shipping costs.  





